was becoming more generally understood. Uncovering the secrets of the deadly tropics and how white men could avoid succumbing to the diseases that lurked there became popular knowledge. In 1913, W.J. van Gorkom, a wellknown doctor in the Netherlands Indies, published a book about the requirement of hygiene in the cities of the Netherlands Indies, especially the colonial capital, Batavia. Van Gorkom urged Europeans to put the information acquired about health and hygiene into practice in their cities. He was especially concerned about health in the native quarters in the cities and the necessity of creating a municipal board of health to tackle these matters (Van Gorkom 1913:156-165) .
This recommendation coincided with the movement towards greater urban autonomy; cities had to be able to take control of their own space so as to improve the hygiene of the city for the benefit of everyone. The emergence of a new type of European, often newly arrived from the Netherlands and well educated, who was punctilious about not being seen in a sarong, who lived in European-style houses, read newspapers containing articles about travel, European theatre and the latest fashion from Paris, was a significant shift from the older type of colonialist (Mrázek 2002:129-154) . The older type of European in the Netherlands Indies had grown up in the land in which they had been born and who had had a much closer relationship with indigenous people. In the older cities, the spatial structure meant that, of necessity, European and indigenous urbanites generally rubbed shoulders with one another.
Modernity and its fetishes produced a new type of city design, which allowed for greater space and separation. This in turn meant that their inhabitants could distance themselves further from the land. Dirt roads were paved and the traditional linear Indies town development, which had provided opportunities for significant contact with kampong people (because kampongs were usually located behind main roads lined by European houses) (Wertheim 1956:171) , was discarded in favour of one, which consisted of compact, insular housing estates producing a concentrated European environment. This development also exerted an important influence on the emergence of the housing market. There were now enough people constituting a middleclass in the Indies to represent a housing market sufficient to motivate developers to embark on the construction of housing estates. My purpose in exploring the history of one such housing estate, Kotabaru in Yogyakarta, in this chapter is to see how the development of housing estates affected the idea of the house in the Indies, how it intruded on the relationship between the Javanese and Europeans, and how, with the establishment of the government of the Republic of Indonesia in Yogyakarta, the colonial era estate continued to
